FIELD OF INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to law enforcement and particularly to a new 
weapon of intermediate lethality that will significantly improve the offensive and defensive 
capabilities of police officers. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Standard equipment for police officers typically includes a sidearm (pistol) and a 
baton. Police officers frequently have to confront miscreants willing and able to launch 
assaults on officers that have only drawn their batons. Often police officers sustain serious 
injury or even death from such assaults. Yet, if the assailants are unarmed, mentally ill, or 
enraged by a domestic situation, using lethal force by shooting them often results in public 
backlash. However, reluctance to use the force necessary to subdue such violent assailants 
risks harm to police. Even if such assailants are armed with knives, broken bottles, and the 
like, use of the more lethal force of a pistol shot to subdue them may result in censure and 
lawsuits. 

Quelling rioters is another situation where police use of firearms is unacceptable, 
even though some may attempt to goad police into using lethal force, hoping to create 
martyrs that will further their cause. 

It would be a major benefit to law enforcement if police officers had a weapon of 
intermediate lethality, i.e., more lethal than a baton, but less lethal than a firearm. Such a 
weapon should require little maintenance, require minimum training, be inexpensive, highly 
portable, and at all times immediately at hand. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, there is provided a law enforcement 
weapon of intermediate lethality that can be carried by police officers for ready use to 
subdue miscreants. 

5 This weapon is in the form of a saber comprising an elongated blade of generally 

triangular cross section, having first and second concave sides converging from respective 
first edges to a common sharp edge, and a third side joining the first edges of the first and 
second sides, the first, second and third sides being tapered along their lengths to provide a 
tip at a first end of the blade. A hilt is fixed to a second end of the blade and comprises a 

1 0 handle and a guard. 

The invention accordingly comprises the features of construction, combination of 
elements, and arrangement of parts, all as described hereinafter, and the scope of the 
invention will be indicated in the claims. 



1 5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a full understanding of the nature and aspects of the present invention, 
reference may be had to the following Detailed Description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawing, in which: 

FIG 1 is a side view of a saber structured in accordance with the present invention; 
20 FIG 2 is a top view of the saber of FIG 1 ; 

FIG 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3-3 of FIG 1 ; and 

FIG 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4-4 of FIG 1 . 
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©ETAILE© DESCRIPTION 
The law enforcement weapon of the present invention is in the form of a saber, 
generally indicated at 10 in FIGS 1 and 2. This saber comprises an elongated blade, 
generally indicated at 12 and a hilt, generally indicated at 14, which is affixed to a tanged 
5 end extension (not shown) of the blade in various ways well known in the art. The hilt 14 
includes a handle 1 6 separated from the blade by a guard 1 8, 

As seen in FIG 3, blade 12 has a generally triangular cross section, including, in the 
orientation shown, two concave sides 20 and 22 converging from respective edges 21 and 
23 downwardly to a sharp edge 24 and a third convex upper side 26 extending from edges 
10 21 and 23 and providing the heel of the blade. From hilt 14, the blade sides are tapered 
along the length of the blade 12 to a point 28, as seen in FIGS 1 and 2. 

As seen in FIG 4, handle 1 6 has an oval cross section with its long diameter aligned 
with a vertical axis 30 of the blade bisecting an angle defined by edges 2 1 , 23, and 24. This 
oval handle cross section orientation provides a key for properly gripping the handle to 
15 wield the saber 10 in either a slashing mode using sharp edge 24 or a battering mode using 
convex side 26. 

The length of blade 12 may be in range of 24 to 48 inches. Representative blade 
cross section dimensions are, at the hilt, 1 .5 inches along vertical axis 30 from edge 24 to 
convex side 26 and 1 .5 inches along a horizontal axis 32 between concave side edges 2 1 
20 and 23. 

The saber of the present invention may be provided in two versions, as a short- 
bladed weapon, 24 to 36 inches from hilt to tip, for patrol duty and a long-bladed weapon, 
30 to 48 inches from hilt to tip, for riot duty. The shorter blade length of the patrol version 



Ryan 



is better suited for use in close quarters, such as a room, and can be wielded without being 
encumbered by walls, furniture, and bystanders. In most cases, a police officer should be 
able to hold a miscreant at bay with the saber while rernaining beyond the reach of knives, 
clubs, and other items used as weapons. The miscreant should then recognize that the 
5 officer has the greater reach and hopefully surrender. If he does not surrender, the officer 
can either batter him into submission with the heal of the saber blade or slash him with the 
sharp blade edge 24. By virtue of the divergence of the concave sides of the blade, cuts 
inflected on the miscreant would be largely superficial. If these tactics fail, thrusting the 
saber to inflict more disabling stab wounds on the miscreant would be used to subdue him. 
10 While stab wounds can be serious, they are more survivable than bullet wounds. 

For riot duty, the long-bladed saber would be used in the same manner to keep 
rioters at bay and to repel those that attempt to attack police officers by inflicting injuries 
sufficient to quell the rioter's zeal. 

The short-bladed saber may be carried in a belt scabbard, and the long-bladed saber 

1 5 may be stung across an officer's back. 

The invention being thus described, it will be apparent that the saber may be varied 
in numerous ways. For example, to reduce the saber's lethality, the blade tip may be 
blunted, as indicated in phantom at 34 in FIG 1. Alternatively, the sharp edge may 
terminate in a curved knife edge configuration as indicated in phantom at 36. Such 

20 variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit and scope of the invention, 
and all such modifications as would be obvious to one skilled in the art are intended to be 
included within the scope of the invention. 
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